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FTAA Puts AIDS Treatment at Risk 



The Raging Grannies protest the FTAA in Ottowa photo by Mike Gifford 


The FTAAs intellectual property policies 
support pharmaceutical corporations profits 
at the expense of the lives of the nearly 30 
million people infected with AIDS in the 
Global South. While AIDS death rates have 
plummeted in places where people have access 
to the “triple cocktail” drug therapy, few 
countries outside the Global North can afford 
the $10,000-13,000 a year per person that 
pharmaceutical corporations charge for this 
treatment — leaving 95% of people living with 
AIDS unable to access medication. Facing 
a global health crisis, a small number of 
countries in the Global South, including India, 
Thailand, Brazil and South Africa, are dis¬ 
regarding the pharmaceutical industry and 
manufacturing the needed medication in defi¬ 
ance of patent law. Brazil is leading the way 
with innovative programs to get AIDS medica¬ 
tions to its people. Fiowever, the FTAAs strong 
patent protection policy (called TRIPS-plus) 
will force Brazil’s generic drug program to stop 
manufacturing essential medications. It will 
extend corporate patent length and attack the 
generic drug system with a variety of crippling 
regulations. 

The Brazilian government’s health plan is 
entirely unique in its approach to AIDS. 
Forced through the government by pressure 
from Brazilian civil society, the plan ensures 
every human being with AIDS the treatment 
they need. Producing generic medication for 
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$4,500 per patient 
each year, rather 
than buying drugs 
at 2 to 3 times 
that rate from the 
pharmaceutical 
industry, Brazil has 
been able to pro¬ 
vide more exten¬ 
sive healthcare. 

The impact has 
been phenomenal. 

While Brazil was 
one of the coun¬ 
tries most affected 
by AIDS in the 
1980’s, less than 
1 percent of 
Brazilians are now 
infected (a phenomenal statistic in comparison 
with parts of Southern Africa where the rate 
is close to 1 in 5 people). In just a few years, 
Brazil’s comprehensive program has cut AIDS 
related death in half and infection numbers 
have dropped to a fraction of what analysts 
predicted in 2001. 

Brazil has done more than provide treatment 
for their people; they have started a move 
in the Global South toward dealing with the 
AIDS crisis. Ignoring patent law for the sake 
of human need, Brazil has offered to teach any 
third world country how to set up its own 


by Clare Fraenzl 

Nearly 90% of seasonal apple workers in 
Washington are undocumented Mexicans. 
Their average wage is $7000 a year. Taxes 
are deducted from this, but the workers are 
not eligible for benefits. For example, children 
born in Mexico can’t attend school here. Many 
migrants must camp along the Columbia 
River during the season. 

On May 5, the traditional Mexican Cinco 
de Mayo holiday, the King County Labor 
Council is sponsoring a fund-raiser for the 
UFW (United Farm Workers) at the machin¬ 
ist union (IAM) district headquarters. A 
sucessful strike last year forced growers to sign 


generic drug system. In May, at a generic drug 
conference in Burkina Faso, some countries 
may take them up on the offer. 

The pharmaceutical corporations are bring¬ 
ing massive pressure to bear on the Brazilian 
government for their infringement of patent 
law. While making pledges of cheap drug 
prices in front of international media, the 
pharmaceutical corporations simultaneously 
put on political pressure that undermined 
any sincerity behind those promises. Similar 
promises made to African countries in 2000 
See “Aids”page 6... 


one-season wage agreements and the UFW 
thinks it can win more extensive contracts this 
year. Cinco de Mayo will kick-off this year’s 
organizing drive. 

Strikers won last year’s wage agreements only 
after the UFW threatened to expose the abuse 
of apple workers to every major newspaper in 
Mexico. “Mexico doesn’t just send workers to 
Washington State: Mexicans consume 35% of 
Washington’s apple exports,” Lupe Gamboa, 
the national Vice President of the UFW, 
stated. “We oppose NAFTA and it’s successor, 
the FTAA. Tree trade’ means products move 
freely across borders, but workers can’t.” 

See “UFW”page 6... 


Free Trade Fallout in Washington Heartland 
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The FTAA And The Summit Of The Americas 


by Leah LaCivita 

Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien 
and the Summit of the Americas, recently 
suffered a small PR crisis. Some observers 
have accused the Summit of offering multi¬ 
national corporations easy access to attend¬ 
ees. To be fair, not just any old mul¬ 
tinational can to jump into the game. 
This honor was bestowed upon those smart 
enough to become event sponsors. A mere 
$75,000 was the price tag for a coffee break, 
a bargain compared 
to the $320,000 the 
Bank of Nova Scotia 
dished out to spon¬ 
sor a gala evening 
reception. Mr. 

Chretien challenged 
the assumption that 
this amounted to 
“privileged access” 
by noting that the multinationals would 
be “present with hundreds and hundreds 
of other people at the reception." What 
he failed to mention was that the ‘other 
people’ would consist almost exclusively of 
trade ministers and government officials 
from the Western hemisphere. 

The goal of the Summit (scheduled for 
April 18-22 in Quebec City) is to build 
the text for a hemispheric-wide free trade 
agreement, otherwise known as the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). The 
FTAA is the name given to an expansion 
of NAFTA (the North American Free Trade 
Agreement) to include nearly all of the 
countries in the western hemisphere. The 
FTAA would apply the NAFTA model 
of increased privatization and deregulation 
hemisphere-wide under the guise of ‘free 
trade.' 

FTAA talks began in 1994 when trade 
ministers from 34 nations began negotia¬ 
tions. By 1998, they had set up an over¬ 
sight committee and nine working groups 
to tackle the areas of agriculture, services, 
investment, dispute settlement, intellectual 
property rights, subsides and anti-dumping, 
competition policy, government procure¬ 
ment and market access. Secretive negotia¬ 
tions have been held regularly between 
trade ministers from North, Central and 
South America and the Caribbean to ham¬ 
mer out disputes between countries. Text 
from these negotiations and meetings have 
never been made available to the public. 
The agreement is to be complete and imple¬ 


mented in 2005, but the Bush administra¬ 
tion favors an earlier deadline of 2003. It 
is also expected that the President will ask 
Congress for fast track authority to negoti¬ 
ate free trade agreements. In fact, U.S. 
Trade Representative, Robert Zoellnich, 
called gaining fast track authority his “top 
goal”. 

Because FTAA negotiations are occurring 
in secret, there is only speculation as 
to details of the agreement. However, 
NAFTA has pro¬ 
vided some clues 
about what to 
expect: 

• A series of 
commitments to 
“liberalize” ser¬ 
vices. This cat¬ 
egory includes 
education, health 
care, environmental services, postal services 
and anything else we consume but isn’t a 
physical object. 

• A potential “back door” for the Multilateral 
Agreement on Investment, through “inves- 
tor-to-state” suits. These allow corpora¬ 
tions to sue governments directly for the 
removal of public health and safety stan¬ 
dards or laws, which may cost corporations 
more in operating costs. 

• An expansion of NAFTA’s corporate pro¬ 
tectionism rules on patents. These rules 
would give pharmaceutical corporations 
with a patent in one country the monopoly 
marketing rights to the item throughout 
the region. With this, a corporation can 
block production of generic versions of 
drugs. 

The Summit of the Americas is just the 
beginning. Thousands of fair-trade activ¬ 
ists will be hosting their own receptions 
in Quebec City that, unlike the Summit, 
are open to the public. Instead of being 
welcomed with open arms, activists will 
be expected to stay outside the 4-mile 
long, 12-foot high fence that has been 
erected around Summit meeting sites to 
protect Summit attendees from....what? 
Public debate? Scrutiny? Given the secre¬ 
tive nature of the negotiations, we may 
never get an answer to this question. 
What is known, however, is the estimated 
costs for Summit security: $45 million. 
With no corporations ponying up to 
become a ‘security’ sponsor, expect this 
price tag to be charged to the public. 


A mere $75,000 was the price 
tag for a coffee break, a bargain 
compared to the $320,000 the Bank 
of Nova Scotia dished out to sponsor 
a gala evening reception. 
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Mohawks Open Border on 'Day of Rage' 


by World War Three, Target & Warcry 
Traditional Mohawks have called for a “Day 
of Rage” on April 19 and pledged to open their 
borders, welcoming anarchists. The Mohawk 
territory of Akwesasne straddles both sides of the 
Canadian border between New York state and 
Ontario. Some of the Mohawk people view that 
border as illegitimate. On April 19, a group 
of Mohawks will open the bridge at Cornwall 
to fair trade activists wishing to go to Quebec 
City. They are billing this as a “Day of Rage” in 
solidarity with the Palestinian people. Canadian 
radicals and trade unionists are supporting this 
action on the Canadian side while several differ¬ 
ent mobilization groups from the U.S. are plan¬ 
ning a caravan from a Burlington convergence to 
Quebec City through the Mohawk reservation. 
In solidarity with the Mohawk nations grievances 
towards the Canadian and U.S. governments 
and their action upon that day, the caravan hopes 
to travel without harassment to Quebec City. 



Free Trade. Censored Information 


by Jennifer Arfinan 

Concerned citizens in cities across Canada 
and the United States took part in “Free the 
Text” demonstrations on April 1-2, in order to 
demand that they be given access to the Free 
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) negotiation 
documents. A major criticism of the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas (FTAA) negotiations 
is the veil of secrecy which covers the discus¬ 
sion of binding legal agreements between sov¬ 
ereign nations. Citizens’ groups and individuals 
throughout North, Central and South America 
feel that the public has the right to know about 
the content of negotiations which will directly 
affect their livelihood. So far, the demands 
for public access to the FTAA documents 
have been ignored by the corporate executives 
and appointed government officials who meet 
behind closed doors. 

The Center for International Environmental 
Law (CIEL) is applying legal pressure for the 
release of the documents. The group is suing 
the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR), Robert 
Zoellick, to force him to make the documents 
public under the Freedom of Information Act. 


According to Stephen Porter, a senior attorney 
with CIEL, “USTR is negotiating binding 
rules that could affect the ability of the United 
States to protect the environment and human 
health. To hide what it is doing from con¬ 
cerned citizens is shameful for a government 
that considers itself the world’s model for 
democracy.” 

Members of Congress have also gotten 
involved. On March 15, a bi-partisan 
group of 54 members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives wrote to President George W. 
Bush, asking that the FTAA documents be 
made available by March 27 to Congress and 
the public. In the letter, the members of 
Congress state, “As today’s international com¬ 
mercial agreements impact much broader areas 
of public policy, including the environment, 
consumer and worker safety, and a vast array of 
domestic regulatory standards, the public and 
America’s congressional representatives have a 
greater need to see what is being negotiated and 
have meaningful input into the outcome.” 

The President has yet to address the issue 
publicly. 


“Mexico, eight years into NAFTA, now has record-high poverty rates of 70 percent; the 
average minimum wage lost more than three quarters of its purchasing power in those 
years. Ninety million Latin Americans are now indigent and 105 million have no access 
to health care whatsoever. Child labour has grown dramatically; there are now at least 19 
million children working in terrible conditions. Massive environmental degradation has 
resulted from the region’s desperate rush to exploit its natural resources and the use of 
pesticides and fertilizers has tripled since 1996; there are now 80,000 chemical substances 
produced and used in the Americas.” - Maude Barlow 


Seattle Area FTAA Events 

Friday April 13 

A Teach in on the Free Trade Area of 
the Americas and Popular Resistance to 
Globalization! 

12:00 p.m. On the HUB Lawn University 
of Washington. Parade for Democracy!!! 

1:30-3 and 3:30-5 p.m. U.W. (the HUB) 
Workshops on the FTAA, impacts of cor¬ 
porate globalization, resistance movements, 
and more. 

7:00 p.m. Location TBA 

“Haiti Stolen: Impacts of IMF Structural 

Adjustment and the FTAA” 

Camille Chalmers, speaking. 

Center for Labor Studies 
206-543-7946/pcls@u. washington.edu 

Friday April 20 

International Day of Action Against the 
Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 

5:00 p.m. Rally at City Hall Park, Third 
and Yesler, Downtown Seattle. 

6:00 p.m. INS Building, 815 Airport Way. 
March to INS building to demand amnes¬ 
ty for all undocumented immigrants. Halt 
to the secret FTAA negotiations. Halt to 
trade policy which puts corporate profits 
beforehuman need. The right to organize 
for workers of all nations. 

ftaademo@riseup.net — 

http:://stopftaa.org/ 206.328—6136 

Saturday April 21 

Rally at the US/Canadian border 

Blaine, Washington. 

10 a.m. —4 p.m. 

Music, theatre, special speakers, teach-in, 
entertainment and more. 

Contact (360) 527-3200. 



DIA DE AQM) GLOBAL 
CONTRA 0 
CAPITALISM!)! 
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Hear about this wall they're 
building in Quebec to protect 
their negotiations ofthe Free 
Trade Area of the Americas. 
They won't even release the 
documents to the public... 

And they call this a 
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Its true that more people starve to 
death needlessly and die of easily 
curable diseases each year as a function 
of capitalism than were killed by 
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Trade Policy at Odds with Immigrants' Rights 


by The Democratizing the Global Economy Project 

The FTAA is most likely to have an indirect 
but serious impact on immigrants and their 
political rights in the hemisphere. For the 
most part, this means the rights of immigrants 
from Latin America and the Caribbean living 
in the U.S. and Canada. The observed effects 
of NAFTA on immigration and immigrants’ 
rights provide a basis to project the potential 
impact of FTAA. 

One effect of NAFTA has been to create 
conditions in Mexico which encourage migra¬ 
tion. To conform with NAFTA, the Mexican 
government had to allow the privatization 
of collectively owned farms or ejidos. This 
allowed transnational agribusinesses to acquire 
large amounts of agricultural land. The end 
result? Small farmers are being driven off the 
land and out of thier liveiehood. 

Another attack on small farmers has been 
the trade liberalization policy, under which 
Mexico has opened up to imports of cheap, 
often genetically modified, U.S. corn. This 
leaves Mexican corn farmers unable to com¬ 
pete. Unfortunately, there are often no jobs 
available in the countryside to replace these 
lost livelihoods. 

The unemployment/underemployment rate 
in Mexico in 1997 was 65%. The maqui¬ 
ladora , or export processing zone, is the 
only sector of the Mexican economy that 
has shown significant growth since NAFTA, 
expanding from a workforce of 546,433 (in 
1994) to a workforce of 983,272 by April 
1998. Meanwhile, small businesses have suf¬ 
fered: 28,000 small businesses in Mexico 
have closed between 1994 and 1997, due to 
competition from multinationals and their 
domestic partners. 

The picture that emerges is of an economy 
in which livelihoods are being destroyed, 
particularly in the agricultural and small busi¬ 
ness sectors. People are being driven into 
unemployment and poverty, but the export- 
oriented economy is failing to create a suf¬ 
ficient number of jobs to replace the ones lost. 
The inevitable result is pressure to migrate. 
It is too early to detect a definite trend in 
increased immigration from Mexico to the 
U.S. since the enactment of NAFTA, but 
studies have shown that such an impact is 
possible and may already be occurring on 
sections of the border. 

The US domestic political response to the 
potential for increased post-NAFTA immigra¬ 
tion has been an assault on immigrants’ rights, 
beginning with the increased militarization 


of the border in January 1994. This was 
followed in that same year by Proposition 
187 in California that denied education and 
health services to undocumented immigrants 
and their children. In 1996, Congress passed 
the Immigration Reform and Immigrant 
Responsibility Act, making it harder for peo¬ 
ple to immigrate and easier for the INS 
to deport immigrants (including legal perma¬ 
nent residents) on almost any pretext. 

The motivation for these policies include 
the need for corporate interests to drive a 
wedge between American-born workers and 
immigrant workers, preventing cross cultural 
solidarity efforts and unionization. Alienated 
and suppressed, immigrant workers become 
easy targets for exploitation by unscrupulous 
employers. This becomes an especially impor¬ 
tant consideration when the numbers of immi¬ 
grant workers keep growing. 

It is reasonable to speculate these policies 
were adopted at an accelerated pace since 
1994 in anticipation of a rapid growth in 
immigrant population resulting from NAFTA 
(as well as WTO, IMF, and World Bank poli¬ 
cies worldwide). Instead of leading all workers 
towards more economic security, the FTAA, if 
crafted like NAFTA, will deepen the economic 
crisis of the working class and the lack of sup¬ 
port for the basic rights and dignity of immi¬ 
grants, both undocumented and documented. 


Activists Speak Out Against the 
FTAA 

Excerpted from a speech given by the 
Continental Social Alliance (Alianza Social 
Continental) to delegates present at the World 
Social Forum in Brazil. Translated by Ana 
Woehr. 

“The Continental Social Alliance ... rep¬ 
resents the emergence of a new type of 
social activism formed by ... non-govern¬ 
mental organizations throughout the Western 
Hemisphere. We have denounced the anti¬ 
democratic and clandestine character of the 
negotiations for the implementation of the 
FTAA. While corporations influence our gov¬ 
ernments through the American Enterprise 
Forum (and negotiations for the FTAA), 
organizations representing the workers and 
civil society remain completely excluded. In 
the same way that we fought the Multilateral 
Agreement on Investments, we are resisting 
this new initiative of free commerce and 
finance in the Americas. 

We do not accept any accord that, with the 
pretext of free trade, masks potential threats to 
the rights of women, workers, and the com¬ 
munity at large. We believe that our America 
doesn’t need free commerce. Our America 
needs just commerce, regulated investments 
and conscientious consumption and privilege 
for our national development projects.” 


The Mexican Economy Six Years into NAFTA 


Carlos Heredia Zubieta , Mexican econ¬ 
omist and member of his country's lower 
house of Congress, the Chamber of Deputies, 
was guest speaker on 21 January 2000 at a 
forum organized jointly by The Development 
GAP and the Economic Policy Institute. 

“The assessment of NAFTA differs 
by who conducts it. The economic strat¬ 
egy that has been in place... is not deliver¬ 
ing for the majority of the people in 
Mexico.... When you break down growth 
into different sectors, you find that it’s 
only the economy connected to mul¬ 
tinationals established in Mexico that 

is growing. It is not the Mexican 

companies that are prospering.” 

“The Mexican Chamber of Deputies, 
the lower house of Congress, has just 
published a review of six years of NAFTA 
which establishes how NAFTA has accel¬ 


erated the imbalances between the export 
sector and the rest of the economy. It 
also describes how Mexican agriculture 
has suffered under trade liberalization 
policies.” 

“The flood of (grain) imports has rav¬ 
aged the countryside, so the corn growers 
are here (in the US) instead of working 

in the fields. Agricultural policy that 

has been followed in Mexico is basically 
that it is better to harvest dollars than to 
harvest food for our own consumption. 
So the areas .... being supported are those 
that help us earn foreign exchange or 
that help the corporations established in 
Mexico to run their business.” 

“What we’re saying regarding NAFTA 
and all trade agreements is that we need 
trade agreements that serve the overall 
economy... not agreements that are not 
only geared to serve a handful of people.” 
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AIDS (continued from page 1) 


UFW (continued from page 1) 


turned out to be nothing more than export- 
import loans, at commercial interest rates, to 
buy American drugs at market prices. 

In February, representatives of the US gov¬ 
ernment formally denounced Brazil’s free AIDS 
drug program at a WTO meeting in Geneva, 
invoking the WTO’s Agreement on Trade 
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights 
(TRIPS). Brazil (as well as all FTAA countries) 
is already subject to the rules of TRIPS and 
could face serious repercussions in their trade 
relationship with the US. With the new 
“TRIPS-plus” patent-protect of the FTAA, the 
power of the pharmaceutical company’s argu¬ 
ment against Brazil’s “infringement on intel¬ 
lectual properties” will be strongly reinforced. 

If the pharmaceutical corporations’ pressure 
tactics work, the FTAA policy will force Brazil 
to abandon their successful strategy against 
AIDS and boost the price of medication out of 
the reach of most Brazilians, sending countries 
of the Global South scrambling yet again for 
some other way to treat AIDS world-wide. 


“We want the world to know that sweat¬ 
shops are not just in the Third World. They’re 
right here.” Gamboa pulled out a copy of 
one farm worker’s pay check. Fie had put in 
12 hours. After taxes and a ‘deduction’ for 
work tools, the man took home $2.97. He 
could have earned more working in Mexico 
for minimum wage. 

Amnesty is a second focus of the 
UFW’s campaign. “It’s essential,” Gamboa 
stated. “These workers are indispensable to 
the U.S. economy. Growers use the INS to 
intimidate those who protest conditions or 
support the union. These workers deserve the 
same rights as every other U.S. worker has. 
They’ve earned them.” 

However, agreements like NAFTA 
can cut both ways. The UFW has charged the 
U.S. with violating NAFTA’s labor rights claus¬ 
es. In July, their complaint will be heard in 
Yakima. They expect the international attention 
focused on conditions in the apple industry will 
help pressure growers to sign decent contracts. 



SUPPORT THE MEDIA 
REVOLUTION 
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FTAA Events in April 
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